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(3) RENREHEDIGERER

BRMAIEREEHEEEABIEE
(2010F12A2HMFHEMERT, F16BTMREBITE, F7R)

1. B_FRHD8HT7 2. E=H—ZR3HT
3. D I#E=D52#3 4. 8)\#HrY F9o¥s8
5. /\F¥tisF9 6. TJUHtE1F2
7. ENF/N\R3HES5 8. Z)UH/Nt6ifts
9. F—H—%E8iH4 10. JEF=53i#4
1. E—FRZ1#1 12. ERH—IEHE1
13. ZE7OH 23 14. Z&)UB—Z3iE1
15. ZENH_ZE8F4 16. F)\FERZ3iH1
17. ERBE—IE2F3 18. Ht#H N5
19. D= HAF2H3 20. FE=i#—Z5iH1
21. SREEtEE2F6 22. XYY E6it1
23. R=FMuiasiH2 24, E=MYH—3F5F4
25. St#HAE3FS 26. MAF=JH5
27. SiHEEE5HET 28. IhAHEH—IEoFE7
29. BtIB/NE3¥4 30. HIIEEZR9H1
31. B8/ a5 32. §)U#IN 54
33. EME—- 1 E 33, e 1516

34. T7NEM HE7iR2 35. SOH=/E7IR2
36. JA=HATAHS (ASFHTERE M)

MENANELEL T3EE, HADEKEMNE,
RAEMBRBYF EAH I RERTHL, RIARLL
Thzk, WAD6RARNIGF. BEERS, 45k
A1 BBER . NBWBIRBRAINEBEEGEE,
WhRE

RMBHNLAVIRER, ANE—T
EH3#1?

ENRHEA(PEEE 1986 FF4 FIMIRE
REZAEI H1ABNRBHMREE. 5
HEOEREE: “AOROMER? BEUNEG
Rew?

RERIR: "t ATRNRSERY
R, RFARMT T2 8, iAAtAER, FF
AR, BESRBHAERE, AL, EXE
X3k, HREFE, WEAE!

: )+
@ i
fia:ti@"f
S B 7 = ] a2 2 i
g-3

REEAMAAENOER ST AR THEY
Mi& . RMBEBF “IMERRK" RREEM
MOEBEE" , AEE LR FR N e
Xt o HETBH " HMALET o

¢5i8
RE@AM—EEELE, RIEAY, 5X
TEESE, NMER, MRS, THIZE
EXRRIBANERENBFRN, XELFR
HEFZEIN—NMFEE. BRNRABHT,
EBRMELBINRSEBEENNE, RYKHE "B
BIRe " FREBR, KEEEHNOOF,

HEE
TIHREBES=HBK
HMBERBLE K
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Salvaging a Flawed Endgame

This is the second game from the ancient
xiangqgi manual “Comforting Delights” (my
translation of the manual’s Chinese title (&%
FEH ) ). It is designed as a serial-mate-in-20.
The checkmate routine demonstrates a
number of finesses as shown below:

1.R8+4 A5-4 2. +R-1 A4+5
3.C7+8 H1-2 4.C7-8 AS5-4
5.+R=5 AG6+5 6. H6+7 K5=6
7.R8=4 C5=6 8. R4+3  A5+6
9.C7=4 AG6-5 10. H3+4 A5+6
1. H4+2 A6-5 12. H2+4 A5+6
13. H4+5 AG6-5 14. H5+3 K6+1
15. H3-5 K6-1 16. H5-4 AS5+6
17. H4+3 A6-5 18. H3+2 K6+1
19. H2-4 K6+1 20. P3=4

There is an implicit rule for endgame
composition. In a red-to-win endgame, the
winning side must win with the least number
of moves, while the opponent must offer the
toughest resistance to delay defeat. If you
follow this rule, the game is flawed in that
there are two places in the given move list
where Red could have won with far fewer
moves. | challenge you to discover these

variations before reading any further.
The two faster (both in only 9 moves)
winning variations are as follows:

Variation A (instead of 4.C7-8)

1. R8+4 A5-4 2. +R-1 A4+5
3.C7+8 HI-2 4.C7-2 A5-4
5. H6+7 K5+1 6. H7-5 H2+4
7.+R=6 K5=4 8. R8+4  K4+1
9. C9-2

Variation B (nstead of 5.R8=5)

1. R8+4 A5-4 2. +R-1 A4+5
3.C7+8 HI-2 4.C7-8 A5-4
5. H6+7 K5+1 6. H7-5 H2+4
7.+R=6 K5=4 8. H5-7 K4=5
9. R8+4

It would be a waste if we simply brushed
this puzzle aside as a flawed composition. | am
glad that | was able to preserve the original
serial mate-in-20 routine by adding a Black
Chariot at location R82 (diagram below). The
addition of this piece eliminates the two faster-
win variations.

(Felix T S Tan)



